Oswestry Cultural Consortium:
Newsletter August 2022

This newsletter has been prepared by Oswestry’s e b
Cultural Consortium. It’s a reminder about a lot of W es
exciting events and happenings going on in Oswestry

between now and the end of the year.

What Is The Cultural Consortium?

The Cultural Consortium is a group of people involved in the town’s culture and heritage and forms a
key part of the High Street Heritage Action Zone. This is part of a national programme of High Street
Heritage Actions Zones which are funded by Historic England.

The group involves Oswestry’s Library, Oswestry Town Museum, Cambrian Heritage Railways,
Oswestry Borderland Tourism and Oswestry Business Improvement District (BID), together with local
cultural organisations Designs in Mind and Qube. Our role is to try to support and encourage the
cultural and creative organisations of Oswestry to work together and to develop and deliver great
cultural events and activities which help us to celebrate Oswestry and its great history.

In fact, Qube this year celebrates its 30" Anniversary. An exhibition telling the story of Qube and its
work in Oswestry over the past 3 decades was on display in the gallery. You can also find more
online here: https://qube-oca.org.uk/portfolio_page/30-years-of-qube/ . Originally called
Helpmates, it began its much-needed Dial-a-Ride service and Volunteer Bureau in 1992 and has
continued to grow ever since.

Spot the difference!

The High Street Heritage Action Zone also supports and delivers improvements to the physical look
and infrastructure of Oswestry. We hope you’ve seen and enjoyed the changes to some of our
alleyways as these before and after examples show. Here’s before....




And after...

We’'re sure you'll think it’s a huge and exciting improvement. And you’ll see more improvements
around the town as the Heritage Action Zone programme continues. Now let’s turn to some of our
events and activities for the rest of the year.

Heritage Open Days

Heritage Open Days is back, post covid, and this year's theme is Innovation and did you know there
are 101 inventions with links to Oswestry? To find out more look out for the programme which will
be available soon or pay a visit to the Town Museum which has also recently taken ownership of the
Guinness World Record collection of Ear Trumpets! The event runs from the 9"-18" September

As well as a super programme in the museum and across the town, for Heritage Open Days Qube
will be holding an Oswestry Heritage Comics exhibition on the Balcony Gallery. Originally printed in
Oswestry Advertiser, these comics were created by Archaeologist and Comic Illustrator John
Swogger and tell the story of Oswestry's rich and varied heritage.



Cambrian Railways will be offering an exciting programme on both weekends 10-11 and 17-18
September. You can ride on brake vans, visit the restored Victorian Oswestry South signal box, and
explore Weston Warf railway station and goods shed. The Cambrian Railways Museum will be open
from Friday 9 September right through to Sunday 18. More details from
www.CambrianRailways.com or from their Facebook or Twitter pages.

Culture Fest

During the Heritage Open Days period, Culture Fest, brought to you by Arts Connection, will also
take place on Saturday 10 September. Culture Fest will be an exciting celebration of the increasing
diversity of Oswestry and its communities. Running from 10.30-3pm in Cae Glas Park, there will be a
combination of stalls, workshops, activities, face painting and performances happening throughout
the day. These range from a morning yoga session, Welsh folk music and clogging, Syrian beatboxing
to traditional Bulgarian folk dancing to bring the event to a close.

So Heritage Opens Days and Culture Fest will bring Oswestry 2 great celebratory weekends of culture
and heritage! Don’t miss them. And don’t forget, there is free bus travel every Saturday until 31
December on Tanat Valley operated bus service right through to the end of the year!

Other Main Events to look out for in 2022
Every Saturday at 11 am there is a guided tour of the town leaving from the Tourist Information
office. Cost is £3, but they are free during Heritage Opens days.

21-22 August: Balloon Carnival, Cae Glas Park

2 September: Charity Market, Bailey Head

9-18 September, Heritage Open Days, Oswestry Museum and various locations
10 September: Culture Fest, Cae Glas Park

8 October: Apple Day, Bailey Head

5 November: Bonfire and Fireworks Night, Brogyntyn


http://www.cambrianrailways.com/

17 November: Christmas Lights Switch on, Bailey Head

2 December: Christmas Music Live

3 December, Oswestry Christmas Parade, Bailey Head

23 December, Christmas Artisan Market, Bailey Head

Every last Friday of the month there is a Last Friday Artisan Market on Bailey Head.
More detail about all events can be found via:

Events Archive - One Oswestry

Or

https://www.visitoswestry.co.uk/events-in-oswestry-whats-on/

Finally, in July Oswestry hosted the visit from the Heart of England Judges.

Natalie Bainbridge, Oswestry in Bloom chair, said afterwards “l would like to thank everyone for all
their hard work in the build up to visit from the Heart Of England judges on the 20™" July. We felt it
was a very positive and successful day and the judges seemed to really enjoy their visit and the town
looked amazing (despite the morning rain). It was a credit to everyone involved including the
Marches School, Os Nosh, the Allotments and The Cambrian Railway. The best comment we
received from one of the judges was that he’s really inspired to return as a tourist. Fingers crossed
for the results announcement in September.

Plans for 2023

More detail will follow soon about the events and activities planned for 2023. But one thing we can
be sure will happen is Love Oswestry. Yes, it’'s back again. Bigger and even better this time. Saturday
18 February 2023. Mark your diaries and watch this space for more detail.


https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.oneoswestry.co.uk%2Fevent%2F&data=05%7C01%7C%7C91f8107c97844612869c08da706fe53b%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637945923130392988%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=XEjVdRE%2BKEvT0NG8UgKh1v5DKaCrlDYyVBKm1yLAcTE%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.visitoswestry.co.uk%2Fevents-in-oswestry-whats-on%2F&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cd5c101efaf534ec968ee08da6fd88615%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637945272996005192%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=d51%2FlRC9spAUddYNTUsCsadFhOAQPw3LeG7jLf4Br90%3D&reserved=0
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